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OPEN FOR TRADE RESULTS
Nelson Bay Golf Club’s new $10million clubhouse opened 
for trade on Thursday August 3 and as our club general 
manager Trevor Harrison wrote in a report soon after  … 
”the rest is history.”

Nelson Bay Golf Club’s men’s 
championship was concluded in 
November with Connor Benjamin 
winning the A grade by an impressive 
31 shots with a 72-hole score of 298.

 The winning margin is believed to be 
a record but club information re the 
championship history was destroyed 
in the fire.

GROSS
A Grade Club Champion 
Connor Benjamin  298
Mike Harris (Runner Up)  329
 
B Grade Champion 
Tino Rossi   338
Leigh Messner (Runner Up) 344

C Grade Champion 
Dave Owens   372
Graeme Brown (Runner Up) 374

Net
A Grade Winner 
Scott Quinn   293  
Peter Murray (Runner Up)  296 
 
B Grade Winner 
Jack Rowland   290 
Mark Woods (Runner Up)  292 
 
C Grade Winner
Errol Shaw   283
Brian Pobje (Runner Up)  287

Junior Champion Connor Benjamin
Senior Champion Mike Harris 

CONNOR BENJAMIN 
WITH THE LADIES A GRADE 

WINNER JENNY FROST

The soft opening was deliberate to 
give club staff enough time to bed in 
the operation of the new club leading 
up to the week of  celebrations 
including the official opening held in 
late August.

This week and the response since from 
members and the wider Port Stephens 
community has exceeded even the 
most optimistic of expectations.
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On the golfing front it has to say the 
least been very controversial and 
exciting the introduction of ballots 
for our full paying lady members, 
welcome. 

Club Championships were again the 
highlight for me sitting on the balcony 
watching the final four in each grade 
coming up the 18th hole from the 
balcony full of members, family and 
guests is fantastic, what a great aspect 
we have over the Course from here.

Congratulations to Club Champion 
Connor Benjamin, B grade Champion 
Tino Rossi and C grade Champion 
David Owen. 

Congratulations to Jenny Frost Lady 
Champion 2017.

Congratulations to Marc Limana our 
Medal of Medal winner.

The Course again presented and 
played very well, to Greg Stynes and 
staff a big congratulations from us all.

To our B and C grade pennant teams 
what a glorious achievement, winners, 
winners, winners. To all our winners 

Parking is probably one of our most 
important issues now and the Board 
is looking at short and long-term 
solutions to this, all expensive, again 
we ask that where possible members 
and guests car pool please.

On the financial side we are exceeding 
all expectations our trading results for 
last month are good with a healthy 
nett profit of $29,000.00, income in all 
departments is healthy.

Notwithstanding this we will not 
have a clear picture of our financial 
situation until we have traded for 
twelve months which will provide 
solid figures to work from.

We are also showing good savings on 
our Solar PV system since we turned 
it on in September, savings to date 
approximately $3000.00.

We recently applied for and received 
a grant of $5000.00 through the 
Stronger Communities Program with 
the assistance of Meryl Swanson 
MP this will go to the purchase of an 
8-seater cart to be used for Kangaroo 
Tours and weddings.

PETER POWER - PRESIDENT

throughout the year congratulations, 
we have a rich and healthy competitive 
history at NBGC.

For those of you who have not noticed 
The Honour Boards are up on the left-
hand side of the entrance foyer and I 
think look pretty good.

Well the last 2 years have been hectic 
for me but very rewarding there 
are many people to thank and to 
numerous to mention by name the 
PCG, GM and staff, Golf Course Staff, 
Moses Golf, Coffey, EJE, Club Projects 
and contractors and of course my 
fellow Directors past and present.

All have worked very hard to get to this 
point in time to what I think is a great 
Clubhouse and Golf Course which 
will if nurtured properly continue to 
provide good revenue returns and 
above all enjoyment to our members 
and guests.

Wishing all our members and guests 
and their family and friends a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy and 
Prosperous New Year.

Welcome to my first Fore Magazine as President, there is still a lot of work to do in and around the new 
clubhouse I guess its like our houses there is always something to be done.

PRESIDENTS REPORT

NELSON BAY GOLF CLUB PRESIDENT PETER POWER  WITH TREVOR HARRISON AND NATALIE KELLY
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Terry Hall has spent the last 
10 years dealing with the 
club industry from behind the 
scenes, now he is front and 
centre as Nelson Bay Golf Club’s 
new operations manager.

For that decade Terry worked with 
Sharp Electronics based in Newcastle 
developing and installing point of sale 
systems in clubs around the Hunter 
- including our golf club - as well as 
other parts of NSW.

It was while working on systems for the 
new club he became aware of the big 
changes taking place at the Bay. Terry 
lives on the Tilligerry Peninsula with 
his wife Carol and adult sons so the 
chance to cut back on travelling time 
as well as get back into the hospitality 
industry were lures.

He has a solid background in the 
club industry working in Sydney at 
Cabramatta Leagues Club, eight years 
at Cessnock Supporters Club and 
six years with Lemon Tree Passage 
Bowling Club.

 He said the opportunity to join Nelson 
Bay as the new clubhouse was being 
bedded in was another attraction with 
the new job.

• Rebuilt 1st tee, surrounds and 
pathways

• Rebuilt 19th tee and clubhouse 
surrounds

• Rebuilt practice tee, including 
installation of synthetic tee for 
year round play

• Rehabilitation of practice fairway 
is underway after serving as car 
park for the last 2 years.

• Root pruning has been carried 
out on all fairways to stop roots 
from encroaching fairways, 
volunteers have assisted in 
removing surface roots from 
close mown fairways and 1st cut 
rough.

• Tree loppers continue to 
remove overhanging limbs and 
dangerous trees through the 
high traffic areas.

• Removal programs continue  
for camphor laurel, lantana  
and other noxious weeds.

• Repair many of the bare 
areas on green surrounds 
and fairways.

• Mounds on the left hand side of 
3rd fairway have been shaped, 
irrigation installed and grassed 
using cores collected from the 3rd 
fairway.

• 4th green surrounds have been 
widened out to path and fence 
installed to control excessive 
wear from cart traffic.

• Installation of power and  
new fan on 12th green. 

• Rebuild 20th tees and surrounds 
as well as incorporate wedding 
ceremony site.

• Plant out demonstration gardens 
at the 24th, 27th and 26th tees.

• Upgrading and repair of course 
furniture and infrastructure.

• Removal programs continue on 
foreign grasses in greens. 

• Installation of bent grass nursery 
on old 14th site which has approx. 
700msq of newly sewn bent as 
well as 350sqm of turf collected 
from Concord Golf Club.

A STEP UP TO
OPERATIONS
MANAGER

FOREWORX
CURRENT & COMPLETE PROJECTS  
BY THE GREENS STAFF AROUND THE COURSE
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On purely golfing news, congrats to 
our Club Champions and runners-up 
from the recently completed Men’s 
Club Championships. Particular 
congratulations to Connor Benjamin 
who, with a 72 hole total of 298 won 
the event by a margin of 31 shots. We 
are pretty sure this would be a record 
winning margin. Unfortunately we are 
still looking for the Club Record 72 
hole and 18 hole scores because this 
information was destroyed in the fire. 
If anyone can help us with this please 
let us know. 

Congratulations as well to our Men’s 
B and C Grade Pennant teams who 
became NDGA Champions on the 
same day in the finals held at Toronto. 
I’m sure our soon-to-be retired 
Pennants Manager Paul (PK) Kennedy 
will provide a typically detailed 
report elsewhere in this newsletter. 
However, as I was fortunate to have 
witnessed the finals, I would like to 
add my hearty congratulations to all 

I would particularly like to welcome 
all our new golfing members and over 
2000 social members who have joined 
since the new clubhouse opened on 
August 3rd. If you see me around the 
club please come up and say hello.

Speaking of social members, we 
know many of you have joined for the 
opportunity to have a drink, a coffee 
or a meal in the pleasant environment 
of our club. However, we hope some 
of you might think that now you’re a 
member of a golf club you might like 
to come out on the course and have 
a try. The perfect opportunity for this 
would be our twilight competitions 
to be held in February and March. 
We are offering our social members 
the special price of $14, with golfing 
members $10 and non-member 
visitors $18. No official handicap 
necessary. To enter, call the pro shop 
on 4981 2073.

CONGRATULATIONS ALL ROUND FOR 2017
DAVID FLATT - CAPTAIN 

team members for their fantastic spirit 
and demeanour in representing our 
club. Congratulations to all those who 
played throughout the season.

At the other end of the development 
program, congratulations to 
Warren Moses and our new Juniors 
Coordinator Chris Mawson for another 
great year of Junior Development. 
Throughout each school term Warren 
and Chris coordinate junior clinics and 
on-course practice. This is supported 
by a member’s group called the Dirty 
Dozen who not only provide on-course 
supervisors but also provide $1000 
per year in grants and scholarships 
for the Junior program. The year’s 
events culminated in an end-of-
year barbeque and presentation 
function last Thursday 30 November. 
Congratulations to all concerned.

Finally, I would like to bring to the 
attention of all members, both golfing 
and social, the fact that we will be 
co-hosting the Australian Veteran’s 
Golf Championships from 12 – 16 
November next year. The competition 
will be held at Nelson Bay, Pacific 
Dunes, Horizons and Muree but the 
main social events will be based 
around Nelson Bay Golf Club. The 
Registration Day for over 500 entrants 
will be held at the club on Sunday 11 
November 2018, and each night the 
“19th Hole Social Hub” will also be held 
at the club. I mention the event in this 
newsletter, firstly so our members 
have the opportunity to enter, but 
secondly so members of all categories 
may like to publicise it to friends and 
acquaintances living elsewhere. With 
just under a year to go, we already 
have 300 entrants out of a maximum 
of 540, so places are filling fast. The 
Early Bird price of $350 pp expires 
on 31 December 2017, and all that is 
required to enter is a $100 deposit.

For information (and to enter 
comp) log on to the event website:  
www.gogolfing.net.au/vets-2018 
If you do log on, have a look at the 
excellent video presentation prepared 
by our member Graeme Eaton. The 
presentation really highlights the 
beauty of Port Stephens and the 
quality of our golf courses.

I would like to wish all our members a 
Merry Christmas, and a safe and happy 
New Year.

In my first Captain’s Report I would firstly like to thank all those who 
took the time to offer me words of congratulations, encouragement 
and support. I can assure everyone that, despite the heavy workload, 
I am thoroughly enjoying the role. To put it simply it’s all work that I 
enjoy doing anyway.

CAPTAIN’S REPORT
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2017 raising $65,830 in cash and $20,980 
in product. This is not including the 
generosity of our own members covering 
your daily competition days. Our Pro-am 
saw an additional $34,600 for this event 
just covering our first year costs.
We would like to extend a massive thank 
you to our corporate sponsors who have 
supported the Club throughout this 
difficult period and stuck with us. Our 
product is now a great match to these 
companies and has created some great 
exposure to generate some really positive 
business relationships. We look forward 
to continuing this in the future.
To our members who sponsored 
competition days; our Club certainly 
wouldn’t be where it is today without 
your support and generosity. As we are a 
community Club, it is fantastic to see this 
camaraderie encouraging new members 
and friends into our new facilities. 
Through all of our hardship it is certainly 
commendable that the Club was able to 
give back to the Nelson Bay community 
by being a part of the “Love Summer” 
campaign, sponsor the local business 
chamber and it’s events, be involved 
with Destination Port Stephens and their 
marketing campaigns and trade expos (as 
well as advertising our own with them), 
participate in local event initiatives 
such as Tastes at the Bay, Country Music 
Festival and Naturefest. 
We currently have our wedding 
advertising with the Hunter Valley 
Wedding Planner, Sydney Wedding 
Planner, Easy Weddings, Port Stephens 
Wedding Directory and radio on KOFM 
and PSFM. This is generating a solid rate 
of enquiry for the Club and now that 
we have hosted two very successful 
weddings, enquiry is increasing. So far 
we have another 4 weddings confirmed 
for 2018. We are also looking at hosting 
our own Wedding Expo in January to 
capture the Sydney market whilst they’re 
holidaying here.
Functions… holy smokes! We have not 
stopped! We’ve had just about everything 
hosted here… birthdays, anniversaries, 
wakes, christenings, engagements, 
charity events, trivia nights, fund raisers. 
Our new facilities have certainly created a 
fever in the Bay which has been fantastic 
to see. From August – December we have 
seen 82 functions, 2 weddings and 4 
conferences. 

I’m sure you’ll agree it has been an 
absolute roller-coaster at NBGC! Thank 
goodness we are starting to find our feet 
and settle into our fabulous new digs. Just 
like when you build your own house there 
are a myriad of on-going projects and 
wish-lists to complete before you finally 
have things the way you want them. Even 
finding homes for our equipment; we’re 
still in the process of building shelving 
units and tidying up downstairs from our 
rushed move into the new building that 
we simply haven’t had the time to do. In-
house signage is on-going, audio visual 
requirements and working through our 
full capabilities has been happening. 
From a marketing perspective the 12 
month lead up to the opening was 
strategically managed to ensure we 
had created a fever of excitement 
to encourage the local community, 
Newcastle and the Hunter to watch us 
and make a date to come and visit. This 
was done by having a billboard sign 
on Nelson Bay Road for 3 months, radio 
advertising with PSFM, sponsoring “JR’s 
Spin on Sport” on KOFM and other radio 
advertisements. We had paid advertising 
and editorials in News of the Bay/The 
Examiner/Newcastle Weekly/What’s on 
in our Backyard/Newcastle Herald/Inside 
Golf/Golf Australia and a solid Facebook 
campaign with a countdown.
The result of this has seen 25,000 
visitors walk through our doors since 
August. WOW! That is not including our 
members (which incidentally is now at 
approximately 5,000 people).
To re-cap from a marketing and events 
perspective in 2017:
Other advertising throughout the year 
centered on our events and boosting 
those. The proof was in the pudding 
with Water Wonderland staying 
the same even though it was in the 
uncomfortable demountable with no 
additional entertainment, a place to have 
a presentation let alone meal and wet 
weather! Port Stephens Accommodation 
Golf Classic in August saw only 53 players 
in 2016 go to 116 in 2017. Port Stephens 
Accommodation Ladies Golf Classic 
attracted 206 players in 2017 which saw 
179 in 2016. The Social Clubs Challenge 
went up by a small increment from 81 to 
88 participants.
We had an amazing response to our 
corporate sponsorship packages for 

Weddings, conferences and corporate 
days will be a focus for 2018 and our 
marketing will be targeted towards 
this. We have the perfect set up for 
this with Landmark and Mantra Aqua 
accommodation being our neighbours 
and in walking distance, Bluewater Grill 
having the ability to cater for breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, morning/afternoon teas 
and our state-of-the-art facilities. 
Our advertising will mostly stay the same 
for 2018 with an additional targeted 
approach when it comes to certain 
market segments; whether they be 
corporates, social golf groups, suppliers, 
advertisers with invitations to events and 
any campaigns we are running at the 
time. You will see a lot more collaboration 
happening with other local businesses.

You will also see more member 
promotions running such as the $5,000 
Travel Voucher. I hope you are getting 
your entries in each time you visit the 
Club! We have already given away 2x 
second chance draws with 2x more to 
go PLUS the big one. We have also been 
able to start other promotions for you to 
be involved in… The St Halletts Hole-in-
One Club has seen Judy Parkinson, Judith 
McCann and Yuri Suska claim additional 
prizes.  Carlton United had a fishing 
equipment giveaway drawn in October 
(just ask Mark Galloway), Coca-Cola gave-
away a Bose Speaker to Murray Atkins 
and our Fat Yak promotion for a BBQ has 
just started.
Are you enjoying the weekly 
entertainment we have been able to 
introduce? How good is the Trivia on 
Tuesdays?! PK and Dave Rann are doing 
such a good job that our numbers 
weekly are around the 100 participant 
mark! Well done! Badge draws have been 
reintroduced on Tuesday, Thursdays, and 
Sundays. Friday nights have had Joker 
Poker come back supporting the Nelson 
Bay Marlins AFL Club and the raffles 
continuing. Friday and Saturday nights 
also see a soloist each week entertaining 
members and guests increasing our 
patronage and their length of stay.
Our new website will be launched in the 
beginning of 2018 which will be more in 
line with our new facilities and branding 
which will be great. This will then lead into 
some other new and exciting elements to 
keep an eye out for. Watch this space!

MARKETING REPORT NATALIE KELLY 
MARKETING MANAGER
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recently Natalie received confirmation 
of another two weddings in 2018.

Another good sign for the club is the 
use of the function rooms by members, 
guests plus local community and 
sporting groups.

During the past two years I have 
been  fortunate enough to be part of 
the Project Control Group which also 
included Peter Power, David Rann & 
Julie Newsham.  Along with the PGC 
we also had Coffey, EJE Architects 
and Club Projects and through our 
hundreds of hours of meetings we all 
worked extremely well together to get 
the clubhouse completed on time and 
within budget.

I would also like to thank the board 
for allowing the PGC the freedom to 
progress the project with minimum 
interference and signing off on our 
monthly reports.

In recent months I have felt like a 
tour guide as I have met with many 
NSW & interstate clubs who have 
inspected the clubhouse and asked 
about our building philosophy.  I love 
it when I hear “WOW” as the groups 
walk through different areas of the 
clubhouse and surrounds.

I hope you as members are as proud of 
the clubhouse as we are.

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS

The clubhouse will be open as normal 
through the Christmas period with 
the exception of being closed on 
Christmas Day.

Where do I start? By the time you 
read this article we would have been 
trading out of the new clubhouse for 
over four months! Where has that time 
gone?

As I reported at the recent board 
meeting, in our first 15 weeks we have 
signed up 2500 social members, 50 
golfing members and signed in 22,500 
visitors.

The club is also the biggest Carlton 
United Brewery customer in the Port 
Stephens area and most importantly 
between Bluewater Grill and the Club 
we have employed an additional 40 
new staff.  That is a great result for a 
seaside/country town.

With our new staff we have a great 
blend of youth and maturity, their 
positive attitude and smiling faces are 
welcoming to members and guests.

I have received many emails on the 
friendliness of our staff plus the 
service they provide. And we still have 
December & January to come!

NEW CLUBHOUSE

The board and management have 
seen some encouraging signs with 
each month of trading being bigger 
than the previous month.  We have 
hosted two weddings and if you have 
seen the club’s Facebook page they 
have raved about the venue, food and 
service provided at the club.

Natalie Kelly has done an exceptional 
job selling three weddings prior to 
the clubhouse being completed and 

GOLF COURSES

It is also great to hear the members 
and visitors comments on the current 
condition of the golf courses.

Greg Stynes (Course Superintendent) 
and his staff have done a wonderful 
job in preparing the courses for our 
first Pro Am in 30 years, the ladies and 
men’s championships and for general 
day to day play.  The recovery of the 
greens after the spring renovations 
was nothing short of amazing.

As with most positives comes a 
negative and that is why the green 
staff have to be visual and proactive 
as our Nematode (root eating insect) 
population continues to increase and 
the black beetle larvae are active on 
the fairways.

The water table aquifer is also low 
because of the lack of rain which can 
cause irrigation problems due to the 
low dam water level.  Add the dry 
westerly winds and things can change 
dramatically within hours.

Work will shortly commence on 
levelling and widening some tees.  The 
6th & 7th ladies tees and the 11th & 25th 
tees will be the first tees completed.

On behalf of the staff and myself may I 
wish you and your family a wonderful 
and safe Christmas and let’s look 
forward to what 2018 brings.

GM REPORT TREVOR HARRISON
GENERAL MANAGER

OPEN 7 DAYS  |  LUNCH & DINNER  |  BOOK ONLINE BLUEWATERGRILL.NET.AU

WISHING  
YOU ALL  
A MERRY  

CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
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The 2017 B Grade Pennant season 
was again “filled to the brim” with 
wonderful moments.

• Ironman Allman and Jim Ball 
‘coming from the clouds’ to pip 
Pacific Dunes on the last at Muree.

• Chris Mawson’s 2 metre clutch putt 
on the 18th hole to get us “over the 
line” against Horizons at Tanilba Bay.

• The team’s “clean sweeps” over 
Hawks Nest and Muree.

• Substitute John Wade’s gutsy win 
at Hawks Nest to ensure we had the 
highest games tally in our division.

• “Ace” Halls master class winning 
9/8 at Newcastle.

And these were just a few. 

We finished first in Division 2 before 
crushing Charlestown in the semi-final, 
and beating our old foe Newcastle in 
an epic “sudden death” grand final.

DIVISONAL ROUNDS

The team won 26 out of 36 games with 
a 72% win/loss ratio. Round results:

R1:  Lost to Newcastle 3.5 to 2.5
R2:  Beat Pacific Dunes 3.5 to 2.5
R3:  Beat Hawks Nest 6.0 to Nil
R4:  Beat Horizons 3.5 to 2.5
R5:  Beat Muree 6.0 to Nil
R6:  Beat Tanilba Bay 4.5 to 1.5

SEMI-FINAL 

Beat Charlestown 5.5 to 0.5 
at Pacific Dunes

Charlestown finished 2nd to Belmont 
in Div 1 and are often very competitive 
in final situations, but our team 
performed well above expectation 
and never gave our opposition a 

sniff.  Big wins to Garry 8/6, Leigh 
7/6, Neil 6/5 and Chris 5/4 who laid 
the foundation to deal the very 
experienced Charlestown team an 
absolute towelling.

GRAND FINAL 

• After finishing 3 to 3 
• Beat Newcastle on the 1st

• “Sudden death” play off hole

Here we are in the GF playing the one 
side we love to beat but reminded by 
their Manager that they narrowly beat 
us in Round 1 and they’re going to 
repeat the narrow “slaughter”.

Newcastle got off to a flying start 
and, after 5 holes, that statement was 
looking very real,  when Leigh (our No 
1) spruiking the words….”this bloke 
is chewing me up and spitting me 
out”.  That is certainly not the words a 
Manager and Coach want to hear.

At the turn the Coach called for the 
‘sick bag’ because he was feeling a 
little nauseous but, at 4 games to 2 
down, he reassured me that a match is 
not over until its over!

By the time the No. 1 and No. 2 players 
reached the 17th tee both teams were 
2 games apiece with Ace Hall 4/3 and 
Alouette Lembcke 2/1 registering 
good hard fought wins, but Ironman 1 
down and Leigh “dormy” 2 was not an 
ideal position to be in!

When Ironman lost the 17th after 
hitting his third shot into a creek 
behind the green,  it was me calling 
for the ‘sick bag’ after witnessing 
Newcastle players cheering thinking 
they’ve got the pennant in the bag 
but, their jubilation soon turned to 
cries of despair when their No. 1 made 
a fatal 3 putt.

The sound of “Lazarus” Messner’s 
Fairway wood (second shot) 2 metres 
right of the difficult 18th hole, was music 
to my ears.  To come from 4 down at 
the turn to be all square after 18 holes 
was a monumental achievement but 
the Coach’s utterances “….it’s not over 
until it’s over” were now ringing loudly 
in my ear.  

It was now “game on” and when 
Lazarus Messner hit the 19th (Par 4 1st 
hole) in regulation, and 2 putted to 

THE WINNING B GRADE TEAM.  BACK ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: MAL BAKER, PAUL KENNEDY (MANAGER), 

CHRIS MAWSON, GARRY HALL, NEIL LEMBCKE, BRETT AALLMAN (CAPTAIN) FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT:  

LEIGH MESSNER, KEL WRIGHT (COACH), JIM BALL,  ABSENT:  JOHN WADE

GRAND FINAL VICTORY
 “I’ve been managing Pennant 
Teams for many, many years 
but this grand final victory will 
be firmly etched in my mind 
forever”

PK - TEAM MANAGER
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On Saturday September 23rd at 
Merewether Golf Club the Final Round 
of the 3 Club Swing was held  between 
Merewether , Charlestown and Nelson 
Bay with Nelson Bay Ladies playing 
fabulous golf to take out the Trophy 
(donated by Merewether) for the 
Second Year running. This competition 
is for any lady players entitled to 
play on a Saturday and it is held 
throughout the year playing at each 
of the major clubs once. This event 
highlights the comradery between 
the clubs however showcases their 
competitive side.

After only a one point start on the 
final day, Nelson Bay Ladies beat 

Merewether by at least 20 points 
overall, with Charlestown coming in 
third place. 

Thanks to all the Bay girls that 
competed in any or all of the games!

Winners on the final  day were Ronnie 
Shaw, Div 1 first with (wait for it) 44 
points!! (76 off the stick!) Followed by 
Barb Frost with 38.  Div 2 Julie Partridge 
with 42. Fran Giudes runner up and 
Div 3 Glenda McCaw with 40 points!

Winner of overall best score is Barb 
Frost with 93 points over the 3 games! 
Congrats to you Barb and Di Johnson 
had a hole in one to top it off! 👏🏻

win his game and lock the match 3 to 
3, the Coach reminded the Newcastle 
contingent, who at this point in time, 
had lost their “cock-a-hoop”, that “the 
match ain’t over until it’s over”!

NOW “SUDDEN DEATH”

Selecting Lazarus was a “no brainer” as 
he had that much adrenalin pumping 
through his body he could have flown 
to the moon and back!  Newcastle on 
the other hand, were clearly in a state 
of flux with their No.1 player “retiring 
severely wounded”, having lost 4 holes 
on the trot, leaving their No. 2 to fly the 
Newcastle banner.  

Lazarus played the exact replica of the 
previous hole, perfectly positioned at 
the front of the green.  His opponent 
faltered with his 2nd, 3rd, and 4th shots 
and, much to the joy of the Nelson 
Bay crowd (our winning C Grade team 
had joined us by then), presented the 
2017 NDGA B Grade Pennant to us on 
a platter.  

The aftermatch celebrations at 
Toronto and back at our Clubhouse 
will long be remembered (in some 
cases probably best forgotten) but 
amid the pandemonium Lazurus had 
been anointed “Messner the Messiah” 

Sincere thanks to my “long time 
partner in pennants” Coach Kel Wright 
for his unique motivating attributes 
and much valued assistance;  caddies 
Dougie Rouse, Bruiser Bews, Mike 
Harris, Neil Bowling and John Wade 
(prior to him becoming a super sub) 
for playing an integral role;  former 
President Max Pride and his Board/
Admin team for their ongoing support, 
and to our ‘big band’ of loyal members 
constantly seeking updates on how 
the teams are progressing and passing 
on their best wishes.  Special thanks 
to our local ‘scoop’ Peter Arnold for his 
regular ‘sport section’ coverage in the 
Examiner.

WELL WE DID IT!!NEW BOYS
ON THE 
BLOCK

THE TEAM MEMBERS ON  THE DAY

There are three new faces on the 
greens staff at Nelson Bay.

Caine Selby (right) joined the 
team as a casual employee and 
has been with the crew for a little 
over nine months.

Mitchell Bellingham (centre) 
joined as a second-year 
apprentice in August this year 
and Blake Fuller (left) signed up 
on a casual basis in November 
this year.



10    FOREMAG DECEMBER 2017

The change of the committee 
continues with Ann PETERSON also 
stepping down as Vets delegate. A 
huge thank you for her tireless work 
and efforts over the many years. 
Stepping into her shoes is Pam 
TOWNSEND. Ann has set such a high 
standard, I am sure Pam will be up to 
the challenge.

A big thank you to the Social 
Committee, in particular Marg 
MARGON. The fund raising effort of 
these ladies has been exceptional. 
I look forward to what they have 
planned in the New Year.

On a lighter note, the presentation 
night was a great success. Our club 
champion for 2017 was Jenny FROST, 
runner up was Rhonda SHAW. Judy 
MCCANN was the woman to catch 
though. She was the medal winner 
with a sensational score of 69. She 

My sincere gratitude to the retiring 
committee for their sterling service 
and commitment, Bev CARVER, 
Karen FLATT, Di SCOBIE and Maureen 
BROWN. Your dedication to roles has 
set a high standard for us all to follow. 

It’s is with a great deal of satisfaction 
I welcome our new committee 
Norma HOCKING Vice President, Pam 
NORMAN Captain, Robyn KENNETT 
Vice Captain, Rhonda SHAW Secretary 
Elizabeth DAVIS Treasure,  Jeanette FEY 
Handicapper, Rhona BRISS Assistant 
Handicapper and Julie WALKER. The 
reputation of all committee members 
precedes them. 

I am positive that the knowledge, 
enthusiasm and commitment of our 
new Committee will benefit all of 
Nelson Bay Ladies Golf Club.

TAKING A BREAK ON THE LADIES CLASSIC
HOLE IN ONE!

JOANNE WHITE - PRESIDENT

also was the medal patron trophy 
winner and not being finished with 
that, she also got hole in one on the 
day, amazing. Congratulations to 
her and all other winners.  The food 
was excellent and many of the ladies 
danced the night away. A great time 
had by all.

We are looking forward to the Xmas 
Party luncheon and the 9 hole fun golf 
game. Hopefully you can all join us.  To 
Geoff and Di SCOBIE, your contribution 
to Nelson Bay Golf Club cannot be 
forgotten. Thank you and good luck 
with your future endeavours. I would 
like to wish everyone a very happy 
Christmas and Happy 2018.

As the new Lady President, it is a privilege to present my first report 
for the Fore Magazine. I would like to thank one and all for their best 
wishes. The overwhelming support has been extremely humbling, 
once again, thank you. 

LADY PRESIDENT REPORT

MEDAL WINNER JUDY MCCANN AFTER 

SCORING HER HOLE IN ONE
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...is one of the aims of the new team 
steering the ladies golfing committee.

New president Jo White, pictured right 
with Pam Norman, said she wanted 
to encourage more players to stay and 
come to the clubhouse after their game 
was finished.

She said there was often only a handful 
of ladies present when the presentations 
were held.

“We are excited and optimistic about the 
year ahead,” said Jo

“We’ve a relatively new committee with 
everyone very committed.”

“It’s a good mix of experience and 
enthusiasm.”

Jo has been a club member for six years 
and has held committee and vice-
president positions in previous years.

Backing Jo as the ladies captain is Pam 
Norman.

She has been a member for almost 
40 years but because of business 
commitments she didn’t become a 
regular golfer until 2008.

Other committee members are: vice 
president: Norma Hocking, secretary 
Rhondda Shaw, treasurer Liz Davis, vice 
captain Robyn Kennett, handicapper 
Jeanette Faye, assistant handicapper 
Rhona Birss, committee member Julie 
Walker.

BUILDING 
CAMARADERIE

The matches started in March and 
ran to the end of May. The majority of 
the opposition teams coming from 
the various courses in Newcastle/
Hunter as well as local competition 
from Horizons, Tanilba Bay and 
Pacific Dunes.

The Division 2 team was made up of 
regular players being Rhondda Shaw, 
Jenny Frost, Robyn Kennett, Mary 
Reisch, Fran Giudes, Heather Atkins 
and Colleen Beattie, with other players 
helping out being Susie Anderson, 
Glenda Hendricks, Rita Fitzgerald, 
Barbara Frost. The team won 5 out 
of the 6 rounds played and had a 
resounding win by 6.5 points with 
second place going to Newcastle.

The Division 4 team was made up 
of regular players being Ros Welsh, 
Karen Flatt, Charmaine Elliott, Maree 
Cousins, Arja Levonpera, with other 
players helping out being Colleen 
Beattie, Glenda Hendricks, Kath 
Allen,   Wendy Heapy, Anne Milne & 
Julie Partridge. The team was in a close 
tussle throughout the competition 

and finished 2017 winning 4 out of 6 
rounds coming a very close second to 
Newcastle by only half a point.

The Division 5 team was made up of 
regular players being Anne Milne, 
Julie Partridge, Ann Turner, Charmaine 
Elliott, Charmaine Pattison and Marg 
Stalgis, with other players helping out 
being Maree Cousins, Judy Schultz, 
Gail Murray, Glenda McCaw & Bev 
Carver. This team was also in a close 
tussle and came through victorious 
winning 3 and squaring 1 out of 5 
rounds with a 4.5 point win in their 
division with second place going to 
Tanilba Bay.

The teams saw quite a bit of movement 
of players between them due to the 
requirement for all teams to field their 
players in their current GA handicap 
order on a weekly basis across 
all teams. Despite this movement 
between teams, all players had an 
exceptional year and overall the result 
for Nelson Bay was fantastic – two 
wins and a second.

Nelson Bay fielded three teams in the 2017 ladies pennants 
representing the club in divisions 2, 4 & 5. 

LADIES PENNANTS
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30-YEAR
DROUGHT
BREAKER
Nelson Bay Golf Club’s first pro-am 
in more than 30 years was held on 
Thursday September 7 with a quality 
field of professionals and enthusiastic 
amateurs.

The atmosphere in the clubhouse and 
on the course was fantastic and the 
feedback from the players and the 
PGA has been excellent.

Jake Higginbottom and Andrew Evans 
with scores of 70 in the morning held 
on to be joint winners by one shot 
from Aaron Townsend who hit off at 
mid-day. These were the only players 
to break par.

According to the May 1987 edition of 
Australian Golf the joint winners of 
the first proam held at the Bay in 1985 
were Bob Stanton and David Saunders.
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HAPPY 
HOUR?
[y] not?

yellowtailwine.com
Enjoy Responsibly

NELSON BAY GOLF CLUB IS NOW 
PART OF ST HALLETT WINES 

HOLE IN ONE CLUB

Open to all male and female members over 18 years of age who are members of an affiliated NSW Gold Club, with an official AGU handicap.  
The hole in one must be achieved in an official club competition. Contact your club official for details.
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NEW IN STORE
FOR THOSE IN THE MARKET FOR A 

NEW BATTERY POWERED BUGGY 

COME IN AND SEE THE NEW

MGI ZIP RANGE

CALLAWAY 
DEMO DAY

Thursday 14th December 2017
@

David Graham’s Driving
Range

Bookings through
PRO SHOP on
02 49812073.

COME AND TRY THE
NEWEST PRODUCT FROM

CALLAWAY

It is with disbelief that we 
in the Pro Shop wish all our 
members and guests a VERY 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS and every 
happiness in 2018. What a 
whirlwind the past 12 months 
has been and it is with great 
relief that we write to you from 
the new pro shop premises. 
After a hectic settling in period 
we are slowly settling down 
and attempting to fill the new 
shop with quality product and 
brands to suit all levels of golfer. 
Thank you to everyone who has 
supported us over this time. We 

are extremely grateful to all who 
have stood by us over what was 
a challenging 2 years. It is with 
your support we have survived. 
We would also like to welcome 
our 2 new staff members to the 
Pro Shop Team, Blair Gibson, 
who most would be familiar 
with from the bar and Reg 
Finlayson. Both are in training 
to cope with the busy summer 
period ahead.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 
See you in the pro shop

Newly engineered Zip fold, three wheel design
12% lighter and 25% smaller for absolute space saving

Advanced Click & Go Lithium battery system

24v electronic system for efficiency
Ergonomic T bar handle.

Quick release rear wheels, with All Terrain tread

Features include

MOSES GOLF PRO SHOP
NEWS
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It has proven to be a resounding 
success in terms of reducing the 
number of animals on course and 
adding to our knowledge for ongoing 
kangaroo management. 

With a maximum count of 220 eastern 
grey kangaroos on course in 2012, we 
currently have about 90 eastern greys 
on NBGC. 

This reduction is a result of a fertility 
control program which targeted 60 
breeding females early in the study 
(effective for about 18 months), 
trauma events such as car accidents as 
well as likely predation from feral dogs 
and foxes. 

Researchers, students and PhD 
candidates from afar a field as Brazil, 
Italy, France and Argentina have 
participated in 50 visits to NBGC and 
163 days of field research. Researchers 
and volunteers will continue to tag, 
monitor and count the population 
to determine if further population 
control intervention is required. 
An interesting fact from social 
observations undertaken is that 
while joeys are being born, they are 
not being recruited into the broader 
population, possibly due to joeys’ 
susceptibility to predation. An annual 
report 2017 for members and the 
Board is currently being prepared by 
Dr Catherine Herbert.

TOURS

October 2017 marked 2 years 
since Kangaroo Encounters Tours 
commenced, taking tourists, guests 
and visitors onto the course for photo 
opportunities and to learn about the 
University Research Project. 

The aim of the tours was to generate 
income to fund the research at a time, 
following the fire, when as a club we 
could only trade offering temporary 
facilities. The Tours have proven to 
be extremely popular and have far 
exceeded our financial expectations. 
Almost 2,000 visitors from 61 countries 
have participated in 430 tours. Over 
$31,000 has been raised, including 
$2,500  in sales from animal carer Anne 
Williams’ book Caring for Kangaroos 
and Wallabies. 

Kangaroo Encounters Tours has raised 
enough funds to meet all costs 
incurred by the University of Sydney 
research since commencement,   plus 
we are  in credit by over $5,000.  
Income from tours is far greater than 
research outgoings. Tourists are always 
encouraged to enjoy the facilities 
offered by our new clubhouse either 
before or following a tour, integrating 
and maximising our business 
opportunities.

While thanks must go to member Phil 
Murray as the initiator of both the 
University Kangaroo Research Project 
and Kangaroo Encounters Tours, Phil 
is the first to point out that he is but 
a part of a larger group of volunteers 
who assist the University researchers 
and/or assist as Kangaroo Encounters 
tourist guides (e.g. Keith Bryars, 
Max Stocker, Nick Ledingham, Barry 
Schultz, Rhonda Murray and John 
Wade). Thank you to all the volunteers 
who have so generously given of their 
time. Check out what our visitors think 
of our kangaroos on Tripadvisor!

BY PHIL MURRAYJuly this year marked five years since commencement of the joint Kangaroo 
Research Project in conjunction with the University of Sydney.

KANGA
ENCOUNTERS

SEARCH: Kangaroo Encounters 
Guided Tours
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FOR MORE INFORMATION & ENTRY DETAILS PLEASE VISIT WWW.NELSONBAYGOLF.COM.AU

EVENT2018

Sun 27th May 2018 Breakfast / Rego
 Shotgun Start

Sat 26th May 2018 Dinner & Entertainment

19th - 21st OCT 2018
Friday 19th - GOLF DAY

Saturday 20th - REST DAY
Sunday 21st -  GOLF DAY

SOCIAL CLUBS
C H A L L E N G E


