
NBGC Newsletter 20th April 2021 
 
From the Captain 
 
The Irrigation Project will be carried out in many stages over the next year or so with 
the courses being kept playable for both Members and Visitors alike with the 
minimum of disruption.  Unfortunately this will affect the rating of all holes and 
courses from time to time.  The current practice fairway plus the practice green at the 
bottom will be known as our 28th hole and the sequence in which it will be played will 
be spelled out on our new dedicated Notice Board situated on the bottom end of the 
approach path to the Pro Shop, so please don’t ask the Pro Shop staff as they will 
simply refer you to that new white board which will be altered daily as required.  
Graffiti will be strictly forbidden! 
Our broad intention is to keep all holes rated as they are at present even if that rating 
is obviously incorrect on the day.  The problem being that because the disruption on 
any one hole will be for so short a time, for only a few days, it is quite impractical to 
amend the cards accordingly.  As everyone will be playing the same course on any 
particular day, the relative scores will still be comparable.  Eagles will not be paid on 
altered holes.  Results will still be sent to Golflink as usual. 
There will be times when certain holes, mainly the par 5s, will be cut in two with a 
temporary green for the first part and then a temporary tee for the second part.  All 
temporary greens are to have a maximum number of putts of 2.  This will first 
happen on our 7th hole and be in place for Tuesday 20th April.   
All this inconvenience will only be applicable to the 3 courses from Tuesday to Friday 
inclusive as the contractor will not be working on the weekends when all will return to 
normal. 
 
Our communication with members and visitors will be a high priority and your 
patience greatly appreciated. The final outcome on completion will be a much more 
efficient, reliable and water conscious irrigation system. 
 
Happy golfing! 
 
David Rann 
Captain 
 
From the GM’s Desk 
 
Staff Milestones 
 
Congratulations to Greg “Jaffa” Stynes, Course Superintendent on completing 12 
years service with the Club.  You have encountered many storms, extreme hot 
weather, turf diseases and kangaroos and always take on the chin and get the job 
done. Well done Jaffa. 
Penny Whatman, Office Manager will complete 10 years service at the Club on May 
2nd.  Penny commenced as a part time receptionist and stepped up to the office 
manager position after the clubhouse fire.  Penny is a quiet achiever who gets the 
job done. Congratulations Penny.  
 
Clubhouse Visitors 
 
This week our 200,000 visitor will pass through our clubhouse doors.  This is an 
amazing result in 3 years 8 months of trading in the new clubhouse especially with 
the Covid-19 restrictions.  Now we are recording member entering the club during 



the same period approximately 320,000 members have visited the club making a 
total of 520,00 patrons entering the club since opening. 
As General Manager of this wonderful club it is great recognition for the service 
provided by our staff both in the clubhouse and on the course plus our contractors 
Blue Water Grill & Moses Golf.  Well done everyone. 
 
Trevor Harrison  
General Manager 
 

COURSE REPORT APRIL 2021 
 

COURSE:  
 

• What a month it has been after receiving a total of 691mm of rain heavy flooding and 
course damage forced closure of the golf course. It took a few days before we could 
even take vehicles onto the course to begin our clean up works.  

• Ground staff worked very hard to return the course to playable conditions and should 
be commended for their efforts. 

• I would also like to thank our trusty volunteers that assisted with the clean-up. 
         

GREENS: 
 

• Greens continue to hold up despite extended periods of leaf wetness caused 
by continue rainfall. Members should be encouraged to repair lob marks on 
greens.  

• 4mm Hollow tining will be carried out to assist with moving excess water 
through the profile and assist with autumn root development. 

• Nematicide applications have been carried out this month. 
• Weeding programs will continue now that the course clean-up has been 

completed. 
• Disease control programs continue to be carried with rainfall and humidity 

providing ideal conditions for disease attack. 
• Calcium and Magnesium amendments continue each month which improves 

soil health and nutrient availability. 
• Dusting programs will be carried out fortnightly through autumn. 

 
TEES: 
 

• All tees will be fertilised this month to encourage stronger growth and 
recovery. 

• Oversewing shady tees will be carried out as we approach the cooler months. 
• Wild weather has held up the progress of the 11th and 17th tees, however we 

are now back on track having them both laser levelled by a local contractor, 
last week the Santa Anna turf was laid. 
 



 
 

FAIRWAYS: 
 

• Despite the rainfall fairways have been holding up well with only a few wet 
patches around. 

• Synthetic fertiliser applications have still been on hold due to high growth 
rates on fairways. We anticipate applying in the coming week. 
 

BUNKERS 
 

• Bunkers were all washed out during the rainfall event and have all been 
pushed up making some of the walls a bit soft this should firm up once they 
settle. 

• Edging of bunker lips continues to be carried out monthly.  
• Kangaroos continue to damage bunkers, blood and bone applications are 

applied to bunker surrounds to deter them. 
                                                           
IRRIGATION: 

 
• Gosford Irrigation has erected their storage compound behind the 8th tee and 

commenced bringing equipment on site from the 12th April. 
• The first of the 20m length mainline pipe were delivered on the 13th April and 

were unloaded in the rough along the 3rd and 7th holes. 
• Peter Bruick from Water Wise consulting has been engaged to carryout 

survey work, set out and as built drawings. 
• Steve Harris from Rainbird was onsite Friday for a Pre-construction meeting 

with the contractor. 

PATH SUB-COMMITTEE 

• The next meeting for the path subcommittee meeting will be held on Monday 
19th April. 

• We are eager to see some more trial paths being laid however we need to 
consider irrigation works, there is no point laying paths that we need to dig up 
again. We will need to work behind the contractor. 

GENERAL ITEMS 
 



• The green shed driveway has now been rebuilt by Johnson’s earthmoving 
with some additional repair works to be carried out around the lower carpark 
near the Landmark Motel.  Thanks to Brad & Dan McKay for arranging 
temporary repairs and the completed project. 
 
 
 

  
 

 
• Council have installed an intercept drain across our driveway at the Dowling 

Street cart shed. 
 
Greg Stynes 
Course Superintendent 
 
 
 



NBGC Newsletter 7th April 2021 
 
President Pete’s Paragraph 
 
Course 
Firstly, a very big round of applause for Greg Stynes and his green staff for getting 
the course back into shape. 
Those who played on the Saturday after the “big wet” we could not believe the 
excellent condition of the course presentation after the deluge. 
The course was too wet on the Monday to commence work again, but staff used the 
day off hours over the next four days to allow play on the Saturday. Your efforts are 
appreciated. 
 
Deluge Damage  
The Clubhouse had a blocked downpipe which resulted in water infiltration and the 
collapse of the ceiling in Trevor Harrison’s office. Saturated carpets, ruined desk and 
computer and general mayhem. 
We also suffered damage to the Landmark carpark, the roadway to the green sheds, 
fences adjacent to the second fairway, sink holes on the 22nd fairway as well as the 
usual bunker washouts and fallen trees.  Through the course closure the club lost 
approximately $90,000 in trade on the course and in the clubhouse.  
Trevor and I inspected all damaged areas with the Insurance Assessor and we do 
not expect any issues with our various claims. 
 
Irrigation Project 
This is planned to commence on the 13th April but a few contractual issues are still 
being finalized.  Materials should begin delivery this week to a storage area at the 
back of the 8th tee.  Works will commence adjacent to the 3rd fairway and proceed 
toward the pump shed, which may have to be relocated.  
Please see the notice board near the entrance to the Pro Shop for regular updates 
and any Temporary Local Rules needed to facilitate the project.  We will have these 
works continuing over 15 months so patience will be required for any disruption to a 
couple of holes during your round. 
The works on completion will give us a state of the art irrigation system with an 
expected life of over 30 years. 
 
Council  
We were required to lodge a Development Application with Council for the 
construction of a new pump shed and the installation of two water storage tanks as 
part of the irrigation upgrade. Council have advised protected toadlets are residing in 
our present dam and works must not disturb their habitat. We have a site meeting 
with Council staff later this week to hopefully resolve the matter and progress our 
application. 
 
Council Work 
Due to the recent heavy rain Port Stephens Council deferred the drain installation across the 
entrance to the Dowling Street cart shed car park. This work will now been completed on Monday 
12th April 2021.  This will require members with golf carts stored in the Dowling Street cart shed 
to access their golf carts from the golf course.  We are sorry for the inconvenience, but the 
driveway is council property. 
 
Covid-19 Restrictions 
With the lifting of more Covid-19 restrictions the Club’s courtesy bus will resume 
service on Friday, 9th April with the first service commencing at 4.30pm from Fingal 
Bay followed by a 5pm pick up at Old Salamander Bay.  The courtesy bus will 
operate on Fridays & Saturdays from 4.30pm to start with.   



 
See you out there 
Peter Fagan 
President 
 
From the Captain 
 
The Men’s Monthly Medal for April 
The Men’s Monthly Medal winners were as follows: 
A grade: Blair Gibson nett 69 
B Grade: Denis Barnett nett 70 
C Grade: Ian Sandy nett 68 
The monthly mug was won by Ian Sandy with a great score of 68 nett.   
The best scratch score was 76 by Craig MacKenzie. 
I want to thank Brad McKay for his generous sponsorship of this event again this 
year. 
 
A Grade Pennant Final 
The A grade pennant final that was twice washed out will be played at Pacific Dunes 
this Sunday at 10am.  Come along and support Daryl and his team have and show 
them how proud we are on their efforts this year. 
 
Augusta Masters Breakfast & Golf 
This is planned for next Monday (12th April) but poor support for the concept may 
lead to its cancellation, so please book at Reception soon otherwise we will have to 
cancel it by this Thursday at the latest. 
 
Masters Pennant 
The first Masters Pennant matches will be played at NBGC on Sunday 16th May and 
this is your last chance to join a very strong team.  Max Pride has very kindly offered 
to manage the team so if you are over 50 with a low handicap please call or text Max 
on 0428 612 736 as soon as you can because we must finalise the squad before 
next weekend as the shirts have to be ordered. Would all those who have indicated 
that they want to be considered also phone Max as soon as possible. 
 
Handicap Matchplay Tournament 
The finals of the Handicap Matchplay tournament have been affected by the recent 
bad weather but the draw has been up on the notice board opposite the Pro Shop 
door since 16th March.  Some leniency about completing the knock-out rounds have 
been allowed but the outstanding matches must be played soon as possible as the 
Semi Finals have been slated for no later than next Sunday 11th April and the Finals 
are to be played on Saturday 17th April at the end of the members comp. 
 
The 11th and 17th tees 
The preparation of these tees has been delayed by the recent bad weather and the 
supply of the turf that is required to complete the works has also been affected.  
These important works will be completed as soon as possible.  Meanwhile please be 
patient and enjoy these shortened holes while they last! 
 
Care of the greens 
I have noticed that some members are still not repairing pitch marks on greens, 
divots on the fairways and bunkers after getting out of them, where the rakes should 
now be left in the bunkers but with the tip of the handle on the edge for the 
minimisation of bunker repair. 



 
Happy golfing! 
 
David Rann 
Captain 
 
 
 

Ladies Newsletter 
 

April 6th, 2021 
 

Dear Ladies,  
 
The year is ‘slipping’ away rather quickly and so I feel it is 
the right time to address the issue of the 2022 ladies’ 
committee.  
 
As I am sure you are aware there are 3 ladies who will 
complete their 3-year term at the 2021 AGM - Peri 
Kennedy, Heather Atkins & Fran Giudes. To fill these 
positions we need people to step up into the Captain, Vice-
Captain & Treasurer’s roles.  
 
Heather has been acting in the Vice-Captain role for 2 
years however has been back on committee for a 3-year 
term.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Heather, Peri 
& Fran for their dedication to the job and their commitment. 
I am sure they would be happy to have a chat to any 
prospective nominee for these positions.  
 
The Committee has once again been one member short 
since the last AGM and so I would ask that anyone who 
has an interest in nominating (or who knows someone who 
might) to please think seriously about it and please feel 
free to talk to any of the committee.  
 
As I have said before, personally my motives are the 
satisfaction I get from contributing to this great club and 
working with a group of like-minded special ladies.  
 
The Breast Cancer Support Group Golf Charity Day is 
fast approaching. Jeannie Punshon had asked me let you 



know that as the restrictions on numbers in the function 
room has been lifted, they can have another 5 groups to 
join in for lunch and have a fun time. Anyone who is 
interested can use the old form at reception or contact 
Jeannie Punshon 0411166734  
 
As I announced at Presentation last week we are very 
pleased to have secured sponsorship for our NBGC 
Ladies Classic in September. Rebecca Dean from First 
National Real Estate has agreed to be our major sponsor. 
Rebecca is a committed and professional agent with over 
20 years’ experience in the real estate industry and in my 
personal experience an honest and delightful lady.  
 
Keep enjoying the beautiful autumn weather (while it 
lasts!).  
 
Kind regards  
 
Pam 

 

Course Update 
March 21st, 2021 

Dear Members 
As you would have heard on the news the current weather conditions have 
been referred to as a one in fifty year event.  
 
This morning the Executive Committee of the NBGC Board have met and 
discussed the course conditions and when golf facilities may open again. Our 
priority is for member and staff safety and at present we cannot guarantee 
that, due to the current condition of the course.  
 
We ask members not to enter the course for any reason. The following has 
been agreed: -  
The course staff will return to work on Tuesday, 23rd March.  
Our aim (weather permitting) is to have 18 holes of the Brush Box Course 
open for play on Saturday, 27th March. This may have to be social golf not 
comp.  
As the playing surfaces have not been cut since last Wednesday it will take 3 
cuts to return the greens to a playing height of 4mm to avoid damage to the 
greens.  
The Rotary Golf Day scheduled for Friday, 26th March has been postponed. 
Priority items are: -  
To rebuild the road into the green sheds which is currently spread over the 
3rd fairway.  
Meet with our Insurer’s Assessor tomorrow.  
Start cutting playing surfaces when the course has dried out.  
Rebuild paths & bunkers.  
Fill sink holes on the 12th & 22nd holes.  
 
The good news is the clubhouse is open so why not get your golfing group 
together and enjoy our delicious food and refreshments. Our staff our waiting 



to greet you.  
 
Please stay safe through this weather event and listen to your radio & TVs for 
updates.  
 
Peter Fagan  
President 
 
 
Tomaree Breast Cancer Support Golf Day 
Postponed 
 
Dear Ladies, 
 
Due to the horrendous weather conditions the Breast Cancer Committee has 
decided to postpone the charity day on 23rd March. Even if the course is 
playable by next Tuesday, carts would not be allowed.  
 
The Breast Cancer Day will now be held on 20th April with a shotgun 
start at 8am.  
 
It was extremely difficult to find a date not too far into the future that would be 
suitable. We are indebted to Greg Steins and Warren Moses for helping to 
facilitate a rescheduling of the event.   
 
The start will have to be at 8am because of prior commitments to a visiting 
social group who play at the Bay year after year and need to be 
accommodated. I hope you all understand the reasons for this decision and I 
would again like to say how indebted we are to both Greg and Warren for 
their help.  
 
Kind regards,  
Peri Kennedy 

 

Members newsletter 
 

March 16th, 2021 
 

President Pete’s Paragraph  
 
Landmark Car Park Work is now completed on the 
extensions to the Landmark car park providing 20 much 
needed additional car parks. I would like to thank Peter 
Finch and the team at Club Projects for completing the 
project in a timely manner considering the constant rain 
interruptions.  
 
Members with trailered cart approval are reminded that 
they are only permitted to park at the Dowling Street cart 
shed cart park.  
 



Council Work  
The Port Stephens Council will be installing a drain across 
the entrance to the Dowling Street cart shed car park on 
Monday 22nd March 2021. This will require members with 
golf carts stored in the Dowling Street cart shed to access 
their golf carts from the golf course.   
 
We are sorry for the inconvenience, but the driveway is 
council property.  
 
Tee Replacements  
The 23rd tee will be back in play shortly and the 11th & 
17th tees will be laser levelled this Friday with turf laid the 
following week (weather permitting).   
 
Stone retaining walls have been removed from the 17th 
tee to allow easier maintenance around the tee.  
 
Peter Fagan  
President  
 
From the Captain  
Due to the appalling weather on Sunday, the 2nd round of 
the L&Z Mixed Pairs tournament was postponed to a later 
date.  Sunday 16th May has been chosen for this revised 
comp and it will continue to be known as the 2nd Round in 
the league table for the L&Z trophy.  
 
The same weather lead to the postponement of the Men’s 
A Grade Pennant final at Pacific Dunes. It has been 
rescheduled to next Sunday 21st March at Pacific 
Dunes from 8:30am (TBC). Be there to support our team 
if you can!  
 
One event that was completed last Saturday to celebrate 
St Patrick’s Day, was the Irish 4 Ball in conjunction with the 
usual Singles Comp.   
The winning team on C1 was Dave Owens, Martin Quirke, 
Gary McCann and Jeffrey Stockeld with a score of 94. The 
winning team on C2 was Eric Kidd, Graeme Brown, Zach 
Semmens and Lachlan Lawson with a score of 95 so also 
winning the trophy kindly sponsored by Scott Quinn and 
Stuart Phegan.   
 



Congratulations to all!!  
 
Next Sunday, 21st March there is a new member’s 
comp at NBGC, inspired by the Ashes cricket 
philosophy of Australia against the Rest of the World 
(ROTW). Based on single Stableford scores so that 
everyone who wants to play, can play, there will be this 
new 4BBB competition.   
 
The specific rules will be attached to the Best Ball score 
card and the sponsors, Jeannie and Steve Punshon are to 
be congratulated on their initiative and perseverance as 
their first attempt at running this was thwarted by 
Coronavirus last year.  
 
A reminder that the quarter finals of the Men’s A and B 
grade Handicap Matchplay Championships must be 
played by Sunday 28th March. The draw is on the notice 
board opposite the Pro Shop door. There is no C grade as 
there were only 3 qualifiers. 
 
Another reminder about the bunkers which came back into 
play last Saturday: I have been assured by our Course 
Supt that all bunkers were raked on Friday but the rain 
must have flattened them because some of them did not 
appear to be raked. Some rakes were missing and this will 
be corrected immediately. Also the Course and Match 
Committees have agreed that all rakes are to be left at the 
lowest entry point with just the tip of the rake handle 
resting on the edge of the bunker. This will minimise the 
amount of raking required.  
 
US Masters Breakfast 
The Match Committee has also decided that there will be a 
Masters Breakfast plus 9 hole golf event on Monday 12th 
April. Booking will be at Reception for breakfast catering 
(a hot plated breakfast) as the Club will be open from 
6:30am with the live transmission from the Masters on the 
big screens in the Function Room.   
 
A shot-gun start will take place as soon after the finish and 
it will be a handicap event with results sent to Golflink. 
Please advise the reception staff if you will be using a golf 
cart to assist with the shot gun start. Cost $25 members & 



$35 visitors, plus coffee/ tea.  
 
Facebook Group 
A facebook group has been set up for Golfing members to 
share results, photos and great achievements. Please 
follow the link here to join. Please note this is a private 
group for Golfing members of Nelson Bay Golf Club only. 
 
Happy golfing!  
 
David Rann  
Captain 

 

 
Members Newsletter 

 

March 4th, 2021 
 

From our Captain 
 
A Grade Pennants 
Another impressive win! 5/1 against Shortland Waters last 
Sunday. Pete Gibson 5/4, Chris Drake 4/3, Harry Richards 
4/3, Harry Cleare and Will Semmens both 6/4 victories. 
Rowdy went down 4/3 playing at no 3. 
 
This win puts Nelson Bay at the top of the Division 2 ladder 
with the final round against Muree at Muree next Sunday 
starting from 8am. Unfortunately this does clash with the VW 
Scramble event at Nelson Bay, but that cannot be changed at 
this time. If you can get to Muree Golf Club to support our 
best golfers, then please do! 
 
Super Senior Pennants (ie over 65s) The Super Senior 
Pennant season always kicks off with the SS Championship 
and entry forms are now available from this website. 
 
Further interest in playing for the Seniors or Super Seniors 
pennant teams should be registered by contact me for the 
Seniors or Peter “Frog” Burgess 
at peterfrogburgess@outlook.com as soon as possible. 
 
Happy golfing! 
 



David Rann 
Captain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VETS Newsletter 
 

March 4th, 2021 
 

Early this year the Vets committee introduced a new shirt 
style to give us a new and modern look. Several members 
have now found problems with the material of these shirts so 
the supplier has now asked for the shirts to be returned so 
they can be checked, so any Vets golfers who has a new shirt 
you are requested to return your shirt to the Pro Shop 
ASAP so they can be sent back to the supplier. 
 
After our very successful opening day February disappeared 
in a flash and suddenly we are in March and the Vets Golfers 
will be very happy to know that there is a Stroke day set day 
for the 15th March and I know how you all love Stroke. 
 
This year we are hopeful we can again have competition for 
our trophies which had to be missed last year due to the virus 
and also caused the cancellation of our presentation night. 
 
Advanced warning that Easter Monday, which is 5th April, we 
will be playing at 10.00am off one tee. I will ensure this is 
mentioned again before that day. 
 
SO HAPPY GOLFING and come along and join in the fun on 
Monday and Thursday 12.00 noon start 
 



David Diemar 
Vets Captain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lady VETS Delegates Newsletter 

 

March 2nd, 2021 
 

Hello Ladies, 
 
The first 2-day sponsored tournament of the NSW VWGA will be held 
on Sunday 2nd and Monday 3rd May at Kurri Kurri Golf Course. It will kick off 
on the Saturday 1st with a registration gathering and complimentary nibbles at 
the club from 4 pm. 
 
Sunday will be a 4BBB stableford event and Monday individual stableford event 
with a shotgun start at 8.30 am both days. 
 
The presentation dinner will be held on Sunday night at the Golf Club at 6 pm 
and there will be the daily presentation on Monday afternoon. The cost is $25 
per day for the golf and $30 for the dinner. 
 
In addition to the usual prizes a ‘hole in one’ on either day will win a golf cart! 
 
In previous years there has been a group of ladies going to these events (13 
went to the last one at Taree before Covid-19 cancelled the rest scheduled for 
2020) and we always have lots of fun. 
 
I envisage we will drive up on the Saturday and home after golf on the Monday 
(in time for our Tuesday competition). 
 
The flyer has been released however the entries don’t open until Tuesday 9th 
March. I will put the flyer on our notice board and will have entry forms with me 



when they are available as well as leaving some at reception. Please know I am 
happy to enter us as a group (just let me know if you wish to attend on 
0419467766 or johnpam6@bigpond.com ). Or you can enter yourselves but I 
would like to be informed if you have done so as we always have a small local 
competition (with prizes) in conjunction. 

• The other 2 day VWGA sponsored tournaments for 2021 are:- 
Coolangatta – Thursday 5th & Friday 6th August 

• Kooindah Waters & Magenta Shores – Monday 23rd & Tuesday 24th 
August 

• Nowra – Thursday 23rd & Friday 24th September 

 
Kind regards 
 
Pam Townsend 

 

Members Newsletter  
 

February 25th, 2021 
 

 
President Pete’s Paragraph  
Landmark Car Park  
With the recent rain - 120mm so far this month - we have lost a couple of days work 
on the project.   
 
Today the concrete surrounds were poured and the bitumen should be laid by 
Friday followed by line marking on Monday & Tuesday. If all goes well the car park 
will be open for use on Wednesday, March 3rd.  
 
Members with trailered cart approval are reminded that they are only permitted to 
park at the Dowling Street cart shed cart park.  
 
Course & Golf Carts  
With the recent rain members have said to me the course is the greenest they have 
ever seen it at this time of year. I ask for members’ assistance in keeping it that way 
by repairing pitch marks and filling divots.   
 
Another thing I have noticed particularly in the wet last week, was members are not 
following instructions to keep the carts in the rough, not following cart direction signs 
and also parking on greens surrounds. Please follow directional signs and use cart 
paths to keep our course in the best condition.  
 
General Manager  
I would like to congratulate Trevor Harrison on his 6 year’s service at the club. A lot 
has happened in those 6 years, but Trevor never complains and just gets on with 



the job.   
 
Besides the irrigation replacement project, Trevor is currently finalising a $1 million 
grant application through Regional Sports Facility Fund 2020/21. He will take a well-
earned two week break from this Friday.  
 
Other Staff News  
We continue to receive emails regarding our wonderful staff service and as they are 
a team I would like to collectively thank them.  
 
A special mention must go to Alice at reception for this email we received: 
 
“Dear Trevor, I am a regular visitor to the restaurant at Nelson Bay golf club. I have 
always found Alice, (I don’t know her surname sorry), to be very welcoming. A few 
weeks ago Alice was so incredibly kind to me. I was down at Bagnal’s Beach with 
my golden retriever, and he wouldn’t come in out of the water. She saw that I was 
distressed and immediately swam out to get my dog, (in her clothes). I wanted you 
to know what a thoughtful employee you have.” Well done Alice.  
 
We would also like to welcome Melissa Strong who has commenced as a Bar 
Supervisor. Melissa has previously worked at the Nelson Bay Bowling Club and 
Anna Bay Tavern.  
 
Profit & Loss  
January continued the club’s excellent financial performance with a profit of $88,253 
more than double the $44,098 posted for January 2020. This figure is up even on 
the revised budget for January and gives the club a staggering YTD profit of $784k.  
 
Driving the great result was higher golf income especially from visitors with returns 
up more than $22k or 40% on January 2020.  
 
While we need to be wary of projections because we can’t be sure what will happen 
in the general economy when the Government stimulus packages run out at the end 
of March, what does this mean for future results? Based on the actuals to date and 
conservative projections for the next five months, the club could turn in a profit of 
more than $900k for the year ended June 30. This is fairyland stuff and most 
certainly won’t be repeated for some time if ever.  
 
Peter Fagan  
President  
 
From the Captain  
A Grade Pennants  
 
On Sunday last, our A grade pennants team had a great victory of historic 
proportions.   



 
The following is the report from the ever cool team manager, Daryl McAuliffe:- 
"Playing at Hawks Nest against Belmont (who are, or were, clear favourites to win 
the division pennant) Pete Gibson and Chris Drake were first out, Rowdy Barker 
and Harry Cleare next, Team Captain James Marshall and Will Semmens taking on 
Belmont’s top two.   
 
So as it panned out the following 4 plus hours was tense. Close matches with only 
one or two the difference, Pete squared his match on the last. Then Chris also won 
on the 18th - a one up win. Rowdy was next to win 2/1. Harry then won on the 18th 
for a 1 up win to secure the point! James and Will had hard fought squared matches 
to give us a fabulous 4 1/2 to 1 1/2 Victory.  
 
This was witnessed by our very proud President and a few supporters. We're in the 
fight!"  
 
Our very best wishes to the team for next week's round against Shortland Waters at 
Tanilba Bay from 8:21am. Be there to support them if you can!  
 
The New Irrigation System  
The Course Committee reps are meeting with the winning Contractor for the 
installation of the new Irrigation system this week to start the detailed planning 
process. We obviously want to keep the disruption to the playing of club 
competitions to a minimum, so careful planning is very important. We will keep you 
informed.  
 
Golfing Etiquette  
Some more remarks on our golfing etiquette:  

• It is expected, although not required, for all members to call up on the par 3s 
with the probable exception of the 14th. So often, I am waiting on the tees at 
the 8th, 11th and 20th for the group in front to clear the green when we have 
been waiting maybe 10 minutes and 3 groups are waiting on the tee. This 
lack of courtesy to fellow members is most prevalent on Sundays for some 
reason.  

• The Board is considering what penalties may apply to players who do not 
have the courtesy to cancel their booking when they are not able or don’t 
intend to play. A phone call to the Pro Shop is all that is required and with 
the booking sheets being full on most Wednesdays and Saturdays, this 
selfish action may well cost another member a game. Would you like it if it 
happened to you?  

• Under the Rules of golf, you are not allowed extra time just to let the rain 
pass but if any part of the course becomes unplayable, e.g. flooded, you are 
entitled to wait until that part of the course is playable again. We do have a 
marine hooter to close the course if really necessary but we are reluctant to 



use it to close the course down for short periods. Common sense is required 
for the current heavy showers that pass quickly.  

 
Happy golfing, 
 
David Rann  
Captain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Lady Captain's Newsletter 

 

February 21st, 2021 
 

Dear Ladies, 
 
On Tuesday we played our first medal round. Hopefully, this year will be 
far more “normal” than last year. Time will tell, but we are all doing so 
well here and shortly most of us will be eligible for vaccinations...do 
hope everyone up our way is going to take advantage of this. Sorry, my 
little push for the cause! 
 
Below is a list of the players who qualified for the Captain’s Trophy. 
This competition is held over the next few stroke rounds and I will try to 
ensure that those playing match play against each other are not playing 
together. 
 
I am currently away in Sydney doing a little babysitting and catching up 
with my family down here. When I return I will post a draw on our 
noticeboard. I hope you have all noticed our new one in the downstairs 
room. 
 
Now that we are back to some sort of normal I do hope that many of 
you will consider staying for presentations especially if you are aware 
that you have won a prize. It is quite embarrassing for Pam and I to 
stand there and present to a tiny group of stayers. It’s always the same 
crowd and I do thank them for their support of the club and us! Staying 
for notices as well as reading all your newsletters online will really help 
you to stay in touch with what is going on with our Ladies’ section. 
 
CAPTAIN’S TROPHY 
Robyn Rocher 
2. Maggie Coggins 
3. Joan Frost 
4. Rita Fitzgerald 
5. Arja Levonpera 
6. Mary Conway 
7. Barbara Frost 



8. Julie Walker 
9. Susie Anderson 
10. Peri Kennedy 
11. Barbara Clark 
12. Jenny Frost 
13. Elsie Flanagan 
14. Sharon Stevenson 
15. Chris Leddingham 
16. Bev Carver 
 
 
Good luck in the next round. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Peri 

 

 
Members Newsletter 

 

Monday February 15th, 2021 
 

President Pete’s Paragraphs 
 
It has been a couple of weeks since the last newsletter so I would like to 
briefly touch on some of the highlights since the last submission:  
 
Back on the evening of the 31st January the Club hosted the combined 
opening day and presentation of trophies night for our disjointed events of 
2020. Congratulations to all trophy winners. A full house attended the 
event and the amended format for the evening seemed to be a success.  
 
Early in February we had the Inauguration of the Potting Shed on a 
Tuesday morning. For those who don’t know the shed is the new 
construction adjacent to the 18th tee that was originally known as 
Kershaw’s Corner. About 15 of our volunteers attended for tea and cakes 
and Ian Pfennigwerth gave us a talk on the reasons for the shed 
construction and the projected works by his team. These guys have funded 
the shed and fittings by collecting bottles and cans from the clubhouse and 
around the course with a total earned of over $10,000 – big effort!! 

 



 

The happy potters. Is that the Jockey next to Greg!! 
 

 
Ian has requested I include this note as a Call for Volunteers: 
“We would like to recruit further members with an interest in garden care to support the 
existing four volunteer groups working to maintain the course gardens in good condition.  
The tasks to be performed include light weeding, care for and trimming plants as required, 
removal of tree and other debris and removal of noxious weeds.”  
For further information please call Ian on 4981 5551 

• A welcome to new members evening was held in the clubhouse. About twenty new 
members attended the small function with information provided by David Rann, Pam 
Townsend, Peri Kennedy and Trevor. A very worthwhile event.  

• A presentation was held on the 4th February to members of our A grade pennant 
team. Arranged by Manager Daryl McAuliffe, our Patron Brian Diemar had some 
words of wisdom and presented each member of the team with their shirts for the 
coming series. 

• I did follow the team around our course on the following Sunday where they had a 
good 4-2 win. Last Sunday they finished all square 3 matches each, but lost the 
playoff. 

 
Landmark Cart Shed 
As you read this the cart shed will have been removed. Trevor has done a great job 
supervising the placement of the 30 carts in the room under the clubhouse. For the users 



please follow the new signage when replacing your cart and use common sense when exiting 
the area to reduce congestion outside the pro shop.  
 
This Wednesday (17th) the appointed contractors will commence works on extending the 
southern carpark, resurfacing and line marking. The carpark will be out of action for two to 
three weeks (weather dependent). For this period the practice fairway with be closed to 
golfers on Wednesdays and Saturdays and car parking will be allowed in this area. 
 
The following information is for all cart users and is important to limit congestion around the 
clubhouse. 
 

• Cart Movement Around the Clubhouse - This is essential with up to 80 carts in 
operation particularly with a two tee or shotgun start. Prior to the clubhouse fire 
cart movement was one way in a clockwise direction and this will be reintroduced 
when the members’ carts are stored in the clubhouse cart storage area.  

• Entry to the starting tees 1st tee - park golf carts in close proximity to 1st tee and 
practice putting green, 10th tee via the path on the right hand side of the 1st tee and 
the 19th tee driving past the Pro Shop as we currently do. 

• When completing your round on the 9th & 27th holes follow the cart paths to the 
clubhouse and continue up left hand side cart path past the 19th tee to your car and 
return your cart via the 1st tee Pro Shop entry. This also applies when you complete 
your round on the 18th whether using the upper or lower path. Please do not use the 
right hand path up to the clubhouse as this will create more congestion.  

 
Members will be encouraged to keep their carts in their clubhouse cart storage area until they 
are warming up or proceeding to their starting tee to avoid additional congestion. Members 
will enter & exit the clubhouse cart storage area through the northern doorway of the Pro 
Shop hire cart area.  
 
Pre booked Pro Shop hire carts are to be stored in the area behind the first tee and in the 
southern and back section of the hire cart storage area to allow member access to the 
clubhouse cart storage area.  
 
Additional directional signs & arrows will be installed to indicate the direction of golf cart 
traffic. When completed marshals will be on duty to direct members & guests to their starting 
tees.  
 
Our Course  
It is very pleasing to see the continued improvements made to our course. The weather has 
been kind to us this summer, but big efforts have still been required by the Course Committee 
and Greg’s staff.  
 
I would like to acknowledge the work of the previous Course Committee as their 5 year 
course master plan will be completed when the current work on the 11th, 17th & 23rd tees are 
completed. A new 5 year plan is being drafted.  



 
Peter Fagan  
President  
 
From the Captain  
The Course and the Match committees are concerned that the etiquette of golf behaviour is 
being progressively neglected at Nelson Bay. A few examples which need Members’ attention 
follow:-  

• Seeking and repairing pitch marks on every green. Members cannot complain about 
the greens if they are not repairing their own and other members’ pitch marks. 

• Repairing divots around the course. The current weather helps divots repair quickly 
but they still should be treated with the sand provided. Everyone should carry a sand 
bucket or bottle and should use it! 

• Incorrectly completed score cards will be marked as No Score Recorded (NCR) as it 
not the responsibility of the Match Desk people to rectify incorrect cards. Please see 
the Rules, the Local Rules and Temporary Local Rules. 

• We ask players who do not complete their rounds to advise the match desk or 
reception before leaving the course so our match desk volunteers are not waiting for a 
group to hand in their cards when they have already left the club. This applies to the 
last groups on each course in particular. 

• Pace of play is slipping again. Four and a half hours is acceptable at Nelson Bay. 5 
hours is too long. 4 hours is possible if you try. 

• The cutting of fence ropes, removal of distance markers, moving of tee markers and 
intentionally damaging native plants are all strictly taboo and will lead to the temporary 
suspension of membership if verified. Do not do it. 

 
After 2 years of research and investigations the Board has approved Gosford Irrigation & 
Water Solutions (GIWS) to be awarded the tender to replace the Club’s ageing irrigation 
system. GIWS are an experienced team who have been involved in many irrigation projects 
primarily at golf clubs and race-tracks in NSW. GIWS installed the new irrigation system at 
East Maitland 12 months ago and management there are delighted with the end result. Work 
is expected to commence in early April this year and continue for 12 months. We will keep 
you up to date on the project commencement as planning & site meetings will be held every 2 
weeks.   
 
We are currently awaiting Development Approval for the 2 water storage tanks. Course 
Manager Greg Stynes will project manage the irrigation installation with assistance from the 
Irrigation Sub-committee. The contract has allowed for 27 holes to be in play at all times but 
will include some temporary greens, shortened holes and the temporary hole on the practice 
fairway. 
 

 



 

A destroyed Grass Tree 
 

I urge all members to take pride in our fantastic course and as the owners we all have a 
responsibility to look after it as well as the professional ground staff do. 
 
Golf NSW has once again set up a State-wide Keno Ambrose comp. Unfortunately, this 
year the nearest regional Finals are at either Shelley Beach on Sunday 24th October 



which clashes with the final day of the men’s Championships or Foster Tuncurry on 7th 
November, but that would involve a 1hr 45 min drive each way.   
 
We have decided to allocate Sunday 5th September for the Men’s and Mixed versions and 
Tuesday 20th July for the Ladies and have put them in our Fixtures Calendar.  
 
The Men’s A grade pennants started well last Sunday with an opening 4/2 win over 
Tanilba Bay with both Chris Drake and Harry Richards winning 8/7. Nice work if you can 
get it!!  
 
Happy golfing  
 
David Rann  
Captain 

 

A Grade Pennants Weekly Wrap- Round 1 
The first round of the 2021 A Grade Pennants season was hosted at our very own Nelson 
Bay Golf Club last Sunday, in what can only be described as perfect golfing conditions. 
 
The presentation of the golf course was of the highest quality and all clubs had the 
opportunity to relish the beautiful conditions and get off to a positive start for the season. 
 
Nelson Bay benefited from the home course advantage and recorded a promising 4-2 win 
against first round opponents, Tanilba Bay. The team played some spectacular golf and it 
must be commented on the widespread support each player received from local club 
members who followed the boys around throughout the day and boosted their confidence. 
 
A special mention to the Green Staff team who had the golf course looking immaculate for 
the day, it really is a great opportunity to showcase our amazing course to the travelling 
district clubs. 
 
Secondly, we would also like to thank Will and Tanya from Bluewater Grill for their 
amazing hospitality and to our very own Pennants Manager Daryll MCauliffe, who has 
worked tirelessly in ensuring the Pennant team was well organised for the season ahead. 
On Sunday the 14th Nelson Bay will look to keep the momentum going and travel to 
Shortland Waters Golf Club, to face Hawks Nest in their Round 2 encounter. To access 
the Round 1 Results CLICK HERE 
 
Club Member  
Will Marshall 

 

 
 
 
 



Lady Presidents newsletter 
 

February 10th, 2021 
 

Dear Ladies 
 
I certainly could not be happier that our Gala Day was so fabulous yesterday! The weather 
was ‘summery’ and the course in stupendous condition.  
 
It is always a tradition as well as a pleasure to welcome visitors on this day which is the 
prelude to our golfing season. The sacrifice was that due to Covid-19 we were restricted with 
numbers and some members unfortunately missed out however it was obvious that everyone 
enjoyed the day.  
 
It was once again special to have our lovely Patroness and Life Member Joan Frost enjoying 
the camaraderie. Thank you to everyone who competed and I will ask Peri to put a list of the 
winners and runners up on our new noticeboard in due course. I will also post some pictures 
on the Nelson Bay Ladies FB site as soon as possible.  
 
Without mentioning all the names thanks go to all who were involved in the success of the 
day both out on the course and in the clubhouse. How lucky are we to belong to such a great 
club in a truly special location.  
 
The raffles raised $344 for our charity which for this year is COPSY (Caring for Port Stephens 
Youth). COPSY aims “to ensure the best possible independent youth health & wellbeing 
service for Port Stephens at-risk young people”. 
 
Our golfing season will commence next Tuesday with our opening day stroke round and as 
Peri has announced there will be a separate stableford competition. The details of this are still 
being worked through so I ask that you please be patient with the process.  
 
Now we have some easing of restrictions it would be great to see more ladies take the time to 
remain for presentation. I know this would make the committee ladies feel supported and the 
ironing can always wait!  
 
Kind regards  
 
Pam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 



Lady President's newsletter 
 

4th February, 2021 
 

Dear Ladies,  
 
This year we will be holding a Stableford competition in addition to all our Stroke Competitions 
(excluding Club Championships). This will be a separate competition played from 9am. If 
there are less than 16 players it will be a ball comp only but if there are 16 or more players 
there will be prizes across the field (ie not in divisions).  
 
The match committee has decided to try this to see if it will increase our numbers on those 
stroke days. Historically we have lower numbers of entries on a stroke day and I quite 
understand that a stroke round can be an arduous undertaking for some.  
 
We are looking forward to kicking off our 2021 season with Gala Day next Tuesday and we 
are delighted to have a full field. If you need to cancel for any reason on that day, please 
could you let me know as we have a long wait list.  
 
I feel that as this is the beginning of the year it would be a good time to remind all players 
(and I do include any men that might happen to read my newsletters!) about some of the 
simple rules of etiquette that apply to any game of golf. If we all observe this etiquette, it 
makes the game so much more enjoyable for everyone.  

1. Do not stand on anyone’s line of putt. Often you think you are straddling the line when 
in fact you are standing right on it. This particularly applies close to the hole when you 
are retrieving your ball from the hole.  

2. Be aware at all times of where your playing partners are on the course. Too many of 
us get so wrapped up in our own game that we forget to note what others are doing. It 
is quite acceptable if you are in a cart and others are walking to drive up ahead when 
this is appropriate, but stay to the edge of the fairway and look out for those behind 
you.  

3. Don’t park buggies or carts near the front of a green. Once you reach the green, park 
to the rear or side before putting. This enables you to exit the green to the rear and 
allow players behind you to play on more quickly.  

4. Ready golf is fine most of the time, but I for one, get quite frustrated if I am first to tee 
off on every hole. Try to be aware that if you have had the best score on a hole then 
you should be the one to tee off first. Mark your cards once you have teed off. If you 
are unsure of how many shots you have had on a hole then leave the green and sort 
it out at the next hole while others are teeing off. 

 
I do hope I am not sounding like a school teacher, but if everyone were to make sure they did 
all these things the game would flow smoothly and no one would have any cause to get 
irritated. Aside from all that, I would like to wish all our ladies all the best for the coming 
season.  
 
May the sun shine on our course and may Covid stay away! I hope I am not sounding too 



pedantic, but all these things save time. 
 
Peri 

 

 

Lady President’s Newsletter  
 

1st February 2021 
 

Dear Ladies  
 
It is often said that “time flies when you are having fun” however although 
January seemed to rush by the only fun for me was spending time with my 
family and definitely not the rather stressful task of moving house!  
 
Now here we are in February and the committee are gearing up for a 
successful Gala Day on Tuesday 9th. We have a field of 144 with 120 who 
will be having lunch in the function room and another 6 teams who will be part 
of the golf but eating outside in the main lounge area.  
 
As most would be aware we received a welcome $1000 sponsorship from 
PRD Nationwide Port Stephens and then another $500 from the NBGC Board. 
This has enabled us to be more generous with our prize pool this year and we 
are extremely grateful to both these sponsors.  
 
Now I want to make it quite clear to everyone participating that we must 
adhere to all the necessary Covid-19 restrictions on the day. Registration 
will be held downstairs and you will need to line up on the crosses and take 
instructions from the delegated Covid Marshall.  
 
Please also adhere to the current Pro Shop and inside the Club 
requirements. 
 
As in previous years, the function room tables will be decorated with 
frangipanis and so anyone who can assist with a supply of flowers please 
contact either me on 0419467766 or bring them to the club after 2.30pm on 
Monday the 8th February.  
 
Just a reminder that our golfing season will commence on Tuesday 16th 
February with our 1st medal round. So if you wish to compete please check 
last year’s financial list on the notice board and if your name is not there pay 
Fran the $8 beforehand.  
 
Also I will be sending the vets subscriptions to the VWGA in the next few 
weeks. It has not been easy for me to catch everyone at the club lately so I 
will put a list up on the noticeboard of those who still need to pay.  
 



Kind regards  
Pam 

 

 

Members newsletter  
 

January 29th, 2021 
 

President Pete’s Paragraph 
 
Club Projects who built the new clubhouse will commence work on Monday February 1st on 
the new golf cart storage area under the clubhouse, and enlarging the Landmark car park to 
hold an additional 20 cars. The project should take 4 – 6 weeks to complete.  
 
The Landmark car park will be closed from Monday 15th February until work is completed 
which will limit park spaces. Members are asked to consider car-pooling or being dropped at 
the Club especially on Wednesdays & Saturdays.  
 
Letters have been sent to members who store golf carts in this area to advise them of the 
changes.  
 
The following information is for all cart users and is important to limit congestion around the 
clubhouse and will apply from Friday, February 12th 2021.  

• Cart Movement Around the Clubhouse - This is essential with up to 80 carts in 
operation particularly with a two tee or shotgun start. Prior to the clubhouse fire cart 
movement was one way in a clockwise direction and this will be reintroduced when 
the members’ carts are stored in the clubhouse cart storage area.  

• Entry to the starting tees 1st tee - park golf carts in close proximity to 1st tee and 
practice putting green, 10th tee via the path on the right hand side of the 1st tee and 
the 19th tee driving past the Pro Shop as we currently do. When completing your 
round on the 9th & 27th holes follow the cart paths to the clubhouse and continue up 
left hand side cart path past the 19th tee to your car and return your cart via the 1st 
tee Pro Shop entry. This also applies when you complete your round on the 18th 
whether using the upper or lower path.  

• Please do not use the right hand path up to the clubhouse as this will create more 
congestion. 

• Members will be encouraged to keep their carts in their clubhouse cart storage area 
until they are warming up or proceeding to their starting tee to avoid additional 
congestion.  

• Members will enter & exit the clubhouse cart storage area through the northern 
doorway of the Pro Shop hire cart area. 

• Pre-booked Pro Shop hire carts are to be stored in the area behind the first tee and in 
the southern and back section of the hire cart storage area to allow member access to 
the clubhouse cart storage area. 

• Additional directional signs & arrows will be installed to indicate the direction of golf 
cart traffic.  



• When completed, marshals will be on duty to direct members & guests to their starting 
tees. 

 
First Aid  
I know it has been in previous newsletters, but I just wanted to remind members the Club has 
two defibrillator. They are located at the green shed next to the 3rd hole or in the first aid 
room near the lower locker rooms & toilets.  
 
Peter Fagan  
President  
 
From the Captain  
I have been informed that the long serving managers of the B Grade, Seniors and the Super 
Seniors pennants teams, Alan Daubaras and Paul Kennedy respectively, have decided that 
after many years of excellent service to our club, they will not be involved this year. I, of 
course, respect their decisions and want to sincerely thank both of them for their long term 
selfless duty. I am also advised that Peter (Frog) Burgess has offered to take over the 
Management of the Super Seniors and I know that he will do an excellent job.   
 
So there are vacancies for the manager's positions of the Masters squad and the B grade 
squad and would appreciate anyone interested phoning me to discuss it.  
 
I have also had a few requests from players asking me about two similar but quite different 
penalty areas:-  

1. The practice fairway has white pegs with red tops along the boundary with the 1st 
fairway. If your ball goes into this area you must pick it up and return to the nearest 
peg and play your ball from within 1 club length of that peg, no nearer the hole. It is 
only a penalty if you play from inside that marked area instead of picking it up and 
removing the ball. 

2. The green keepers compound are marked with red pegs with white tops and it is a 
penalty if your ball goes into that area. It is another penalty if you play from inside that 
area. It is a “No play zone”. You must pick your ball up and play from outside that area 
which goes down the left hand side of both the 3rd and 4th fairways. 

 
Another reminder: unless our course becomes unplayable due to wet weather or lightning, all 
events will continue as planned. Rain, by itself, is not accepted as an excuse to stop playing. 
Please read Rules 5.6 and 5.7 for a full explanation. If you decide not to continue because of 
excessive wet weather you will be given an "approved" no score recorded by the Match Desk 
provided you record the reason why you have pulled out. If no reason is given on your card 
you will get a "not approved' no score recorded.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing all the prize winners from 2020 on Sunday evening after the 
Opening Day event, which is over-subscribed already.  
 



What a great turn-out!!  
 
Happy golfing  
 
David Rann  
Captain  
 
Finance Report  
 
The club’s strong financial performance continues with a profit of $59,173 posted for 
December which was well up on the $20k profit for December 2019. The result was achieved 
on strong returns from the golf course from both members and visitors (although down on 
November income they were on a par with the previous December), high poker machine 
revenue and increased bar trade. This was achieved despite the poor weather and loss of 
trade over the second half of the month.  
 
In terms of the results for the first six months of the financial year the performance is well 
beyond budgeted forecasts with a profit of $697k compared to the loss of $4,863 for the same 
period to December 2019.   
 
While a prediction is just that, a conservative estimate, members can expect a profit of more 
$750k for the year ending June 30.  
 
With cash reserves now around $2.2 million the board is confident it can prudently proceed 
with substantial capital expenditure. Top priority among the projects is the renewal of the 
course’s irrigation system at a cost of more than $2 million. Funding for this will come from 
club funds, borrowings and a grant application which is now being prepared. The expenditure 
will be spread over this and the next financial year.  
 
Another project is the work on the under-croft area beneath the clubhouse which will be used 
to store 30 carts transferred from the shed in the Landmark carpark. The shed is to be 
removed creating 20 much-needed extra car spaces.  
 
Other course works include upgrades of the 11th, 17th and 23rd tees at a cost of $10,000, 
$20,000 for cart paths and $30,000 for golf software and website upgrades.  
 
Keith Campbell  
Director of Finance 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Club Turns 60! Members Newsletter 
 

Thursday January 21st, 2021 
 

 
President Pete’s Paragraph “DIAMONDS ARE FOREVER”  
 
Sixty years back, a group of locals got together and laid the foundations for our little gem. No 
doubt they had their detractors at the time, but perseverance prevailed and now we all reap 
the benefits of their endeavours.  
 
Over the years many volunteers have enhanced our facilities, until in 2021, we enjoy a top-
class facility for fellowship, dining and playing the game we all enjoy. Not just for golf 
members but for visitors to the area and 4913 social members.  
 
What has the present Board got to offer to make our diamond gleam?  
A full history of the Club is available on the Club’s website here  
 
Some highlights from the past decade: 
 
2010's - Devastation and Rising Again 

• We celebrated the 50th Anniversary of Nelson Bay Golf Club in 2011.  
• There are still Foundation Members from 1961 playing golf 60 years on. 
• The Club received a bequest of $50,000 from the estate of Foundation & Life 

Members Pat & Joan Petersen. Brendan Walsh became Course Manager in 2011 and 
stayed with the Club until 2014.  

• Greg Stynes who is still with the Club today then replaced Brendan as Course 
Manager. 

• In 2011, Tanya and Will Semmens became our contracted caterers and took over the 
Bluewater Grill and will celebrate 10 years at the Club in July this year. 

• A new Board was elected in 2013 to move the Club forward, and turned the Club from 
a $195k loss to a $303k profit.  

• Max Pride held the unpaid position of Acting Manager for 9 months. 
• In July 2012, the progress in the management of the kangaroos on the golf course 

was undertaken. Dr. Catherine Herbert from the University of Sydney, accompanied 
by research students Angeles Roca & Jaycee Britter, visited the Club. A 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in 2012 between NBGC and the University of 
Sydney and the Kangaroo Management Plan began.  

• Member Phil Murray (now forever known as ‘Kangaroo’ Phil) was instrumental in 
instigating the research study. Phil, with the support of the Board, contacted the three 
leading kangaroo experts in the country to discuss the Club’s issues and needs in 
controlling the kangaroo population. Fortunately, Dr. Catherine Herbert from the 
University of Sydney was looking for a research site to enable students to have 
hands-on experience and to test fertility control drugs—exactly what Nelson Bay Golf 
Club required and came on board. On 28 October 2015, Phil walked out onto the 
course accompanied by a couple of English tourists and Sue George, wife of member 
Neville George. These were the first paying customers. Kangaroo Encounters Tours 



had begun. The tours were suspended in March 2020 due to Covid-19, but will return 
when it is safe to do so. 

• In 2014, Nelson Bay Golf Club hosted the Australian Blind Golf Championships which 
lead immediately onto the World Blind Golf Championships. This saw 49 competitors 
with their caddies/assistants from 13 different countries all around the world play over 
2 days. The course was hit by two major storms in 2014 and 2015 with the second 
storm in April cutting power in some parts of Nelson Bay for 2 – 3 weeks. The Club 
became a haven for locals as our backup generator provided power for hot showers, 
meals, coffee and charging mobile phones. Again, our members came out in force to 
assist the green staff making the course playable again. 

• Our current General Manager, Trevor Harrison, was appointed to the position in 
February 2015. 

• On Father’s Day, 6th September 2015 our long-standing Clubhouse was reduced to 
rubble by a devastating electrical fire. The members themselves rallied together 
forming committees, getting the RSA licenses and turning the halfway house into a 
makeshift bar. By December 2015, the Management and Board had arranged for a 
demountable temporary Clubhouse to be placed in the carpark creating an office 
space, bar, restaurant facilities, TAB area and balcony overlooking the course. The 
only thing it couldn’t do was host a major function. The course was not really affected 
by the fire so it was able to be relatively business as usual for members and visiting 
golfers. Thankfully, the Club had the business insured. Under the guidance of the 
insurance company the Board enlisted local companies Coffey (Project management), 
EJE Architects and Club Projects (builders) in July 2016 to design and rebuild the 
Clubhouse. This $10 million project was overseen by the amazing efforts of a 
Committee of the Club’s Board.  

• The Clubhouse re-opened to members and the public on Thursday, 3rd August 2017 
and hit the ground running commencing with the Men of League Charity dinner and 
golf event that first weekend. This was followed by a week of celebrations including a 
luncheon for Foundations members and those members with 40 years or more 
membership. The concluded with a celebratory dinner attended by 200 members. 

• Since re-opening, the Club has hosted Pro-Ams, the AVGU National Championships 
in October 2018 with 560 competitors, Newcastle Knights Corporate Golf Day, World 
Bank Conference, Australian Women's Senior Amateur Championships, instigated the 
Port Stephens Farmer's Relief Fundraiser in September 2018 and well over 700 
functions, conferences, weddings and corporate golf events.  

• We have continued support for Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service (Angel Billy), Men 
of League, Tomaree Breast Cancer Support Group, Nelson Bay Rotary Club and 
raised $40k for the 2020 Port Stephens Mayoral Bushfire Appeal. 

• 2016 Max Pride was awarded Life Membership for his service to Nelson Bay Golf 
Club. 

• September 2017 Peter Arnold (OAM) retired as club cleaner and jack of all trades 
after 40 years’ service to the Club. 

• In 2017 after 4 years as Captain, Peter Power succeeded Max Pride (14 years’ 
service) as the Club’s President.  

• From 2011 the elected Lady Presidents were Elizabeth Pfennigwerth, Norma Hocking 
(2 terms), Bev Carver, & Pam Townsend. 



• David Flatt followed Peter Power as Captain, then our current Captain David Rann 
filled the position.  

• Ross Lalor was Club Captain from 2011 – 2013. 
• Trivia was introduced in 2017 by David Rann & PK Kennedy with assistance from our 

volunteers and is held every Tuesday night with over 150 participants attending. 
• We have also been recognised as the 2018 & 2019 Port Stephens Examiner Club of 

the Year, 2019 Golf NSW Regional Club of the Year and NSW Parliament Community 
Recognition statement as well as 2019/ 2020 Trip Advisor Travellers Choice. 

• March 2020 Covid-19 closed the Club for 10 weeks and changed the way we 
socialise and play golf. To our surprise Covid-19 has increased membership, golf 
participation and other revenue streams at the Club. 

• Currently the Club have plans for additional car parking and a new state of the art 
irrigation system with work commencing in the first half of 2021. 

 
The Director and your fellow member would like to thank all our hard working volunteers for 
their contribution to the Club.  
 
Over the past decade there have been many golf achievements, progress on the course and 
we will cover these in our next newsletter.  
 
Milestones through the decade:  

• Friday Night Raffles have been running for 42 years with Gary Troon calling for the 
last 30 years 

• Maurie & Maria Moses 27 years as Moses Golf @ NBGC  
• Warren Moses 26 years as Assistant Professional 
• Jim Duncan 21 years as a bar person 
• Greg (Jaffa) Stynes 12 years at the Club 
• Penny Whatman (Office Manager) 10 years at the 2/05/2021 
• Will & Tanya Semmens 10 years as Club Caterers 1/07/2021 
• Greg Wallis 7 years as course mechanic 

 
On the table at the moment is:  

• The upgrade of our antiquated irrigation system to commence late April 
• The construction of 21 extra car spaces to be completed in February 
• An ongoing program for replacement of cart paths 
• Continual upgrade and presentation of the course itself 

 
Happenings:  

• Peter (The Jockey) Miers rode a winner with 48 points last Wednesday. In fact he 
played to his age which is in itself a feat. Come Saturday’s round he fell off his horse 
with 22 points. We all know golf shows no loyalty. 



• Not to be outdone by The Jockey, Stan Weeks had 49 points last Saturday. Well 
done. 

• How about one of our Pennant Team Managers who turned up in the Pro Shop for his 
Saturday’s card 24 hours early. 

 
See you out there…  
 
Peter Fagan  
President  
 
From the Captain  
Some good news to start the year:  

• First of all we, NBGC, become 60 years old on 26th January and are determined to 
have a celebration, albeit a quiet one this year, given the precarious state of our 
nation’s health.  

• Currently we are organising a luncheon for our 50 plus year members to recognise 
new members to the 50 year club. We will enjoy their company and yarns from days 
gone by. 

• The latest (known) Hole in one (HIO) was achieved by Peter Courts on Saturday 16th 
January and a photographer was on hand to record the happy event – see below. 

• All major prize winners from 2020 have been invited to attend the Annual Trophy 
Presentation which will be held immediately after the Opening Day team event on 
Sunday 31st January. Bookings must be made via Reception so that numbers can be 
controlled as a maximum of 120 persons are allowed in our Function Rooms under 
current Covid rules.  

• Great news for Trivia lovers – we intend to restart on Tuesday 2nd February, but 
under strict conditions i.e. member’s only, teams of 7 or 8 only so as to maximise 
participation, capacity limited to the first 120 to be registered at Reception from 
Monday 25th January.  

• There will be an information night on Tuesday, February 2, 2021 for new members. 
Details will be forwarded to those members who have joined recently.  

• 3 tenders and one decline were received just before Christmas for the installation of 
our proposed new irrigation system and interviews of these firms has started. A DA 
will be required for the proposed new storage tanks as these will be quite large but 
only visible from near the 26th green once planting has been completed and allowed 
to grow.  

• The Fixtures Calendar is on our website and has already been updated mainly with 
event sponsors and this will continue through the year as necessary.  

Happy golfing  
 
David Rann 
Captain  

  
 



 

Peter Courts Hole in One 
 

From the GM’s Desk  
Water Points  
Please remember to carry a water bottle when playing golf and top up at water taps located at 
the clubhouse, 4th tee, ladies 12th tee, halfway house, 13th tee, 21st & 23rd green. NB. Addition 
drinking taps will be installed with the installation of the new irrigation system.  
 
Chemical & Fertilisers Applications  



The Green staff regularly apply chemicals and fertilisers to the course to encourage growth, 
control micro-organisms and disease. There is a small notice board on the left hand side of the 
external pro shop doors that notifies if chemicals and fertilisers have been applied to the course 
on each day. There are also signs on each starting tee advising if chemicals have been applied 
to the course.  
 
Normally fungicides are applied after heavy rain followed by humidity and it may be worthwhile to 
wash your arms & legs with soap and warm water if you feel any irritation after golf. 
Trevor Harrison 
General Manager  
 
Course Superintendent’s Report  
 
GREENS:  

• Greens are holding up very well for this time of year, we are still yielding plenty of 
clippings which is a positive indication of turf health.  

• Nematicide applications were carried out last month with a further application to be 
carried out this week.  

• Hand weeding greens is a continual task at present with plenty of weeds popping up. 
Edging will be carried out to control foreign grass encroachment.  

• Pythium control programs have been ramped up with continued high rainfall producing 
ideal conditions for Disease attack. 

• Calcium and Magnesium amendments continue each month which improves soil health 
and nutrient availability.  

• Controlled release fertiliser applications will be applied this month to all greens.  

 
TEES: 

• Granular fertiliser applications have been held back due to increased rainfall and very 
healthy growth rates on all warm season grasses. Applications will go ahead later this 
month.  

• We have been harvesting turf from the 11th tee to repair bare patches on green 
surrounds this will continue as a priority as discussed at last month’s Course meeting. 
Following this we will continue to carryout works on tees as planned.  

o 17th men’s tee will be relevelled and re turfed, with the rock wall to be removed 
and replaced with grass banks to support the tee and improve maintenance. 

o 23rd men’s tee will be re turfed with turf removed from 17th tee  
o 11th tee will be a complete reconstruction/ realignment of the tee.  

FAIRWAYS:  

• Fairways are growing extremely well with high rainfall encouraging coverage over thin 
and bare areas. 

• Works have been carried out on holes and bare areas on selected fairways to assist in 
recovery, this includes topdressing with 80/20 soil mix and light applications of chook 
manure  



• Herbicide applications will be focused on controlling Richardia (Mexican Clover) 
infestations on fairways and tees. 

• Works on repairing green surrounds is well under way with several bare patches re turfed 
and applications of topsoil and chook manure applied to assist in new growth.  

 
BUNKERS 

• Heavy rainfall has encouraged weed germination in bunkers which will be treated this 
week with roundup 

• Edging of bunker lips continues monthly. 
• Herbicide applications will be carried out to all bunker lips to control Richardia and other 

broadleaf weeds. 
• Kangaroos are causing a lot of damage in the bunkers, which is usual for this time of 

year and seems to occur in line with March fly activity. I believe they lay and flick sand on 
themselves to deter flies.  

IRRIGATION 

• Works continue on the 12th fairway bore, unfortunately in the lead up to Christmas we 
were unable to source parts required to complete the project. Complications were 
encountered removing the Bore from the old well which damaged some pipework and 
cabling. Fortunately we were able to retrieve the pump from the well and the pump 
appears to be ok. Works will continue when parts can be acquired. 

• Irrigation repairs continue as problems appear usually caused by wear or foreign 
material/growth in pipework. 

• Dam pump number 2 was removed from the dam to reposition floats correctly and avoid 
pump from hitting the bottom of the dam. All works are now completed and back in 
operation. 

• Tenders for Course Irrigation upgrade project have been received and are currently 
under review.  

STAFF 

• The increase in staffing levels has certainly been a positive addition to works over the 
past few weeks freeing up more time to focus on jobs we normally don’t have time for. 
With short weeks over the Christmas period we were still able to present a manicured 
course for our members and visitors.  

• A big thank you to my team as they continue to work hard over Christmas and New Year 
period.  

GENERAL ITEMS 

• In line with the recent newsletter that was sent out we have reinstalled the pool noodles 
into our putting cups in response to updated Covid-19 restrictions.  

Greg Stynes  
Golf Course Superintendent. 
 



 


